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SOLOMON COLORS, INC.  •  An Employee Owned Company
Corporate Headquarters: 4050 Color Plant Rd., Springfield, IL 62702  •  Western Facility: 1371 Laurel Ave., Rialto, CA 92376
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xposed aggregate is one of the 
earliest modern decorative concrete 
finishes. In recent years, this classic 

finish has seen a major revival in 
popularity as simplicity and modernity are back 
en vogue. Exposed aggregate combines a clean, 
classic appearance with practical non-skid, hard 
wearing surfaces. Modern surface retarding 
chemicals such as Surface Deactivator make 
exposed aggregate easier, faster, and more 
consistent than ever. 
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THIS TIME-HONORED 
TECHNIQUE GETS A 

DESERVED SECOND LOOK

EX
PO

SE
D

 A
G

G
R

EG
AT

ESURFACE
DEACTIVATOR

RC
 C

on
cre

te

Im
ag

es
 co

urt
es

y T
rad

em
ark

 C
on

cre
te 

Sy
ste

ms
, In

c.



6 7www.solomoncolors.com | (800) 624-0261 | www.brickform.com www.solomoncolors.com | (800) 624-0261 | www.brickform.com

PRECISE
RESULTS

urface Deactivator brings 
simplicity and consistency 
to the equation like never 

before. Sandblasting, aggregate 
seeding, and sugar-based retarders 
require precise timing and great effort to 
get the kind of result modern concrete 
contractors demand. Uneven exposures 
and inconsistent aggregate patterns can 
keep a project from obtaining that next level 
of perfection.  

Using unique chemistry, Surface 
Deactivator halts the cement reaction to 
any one of 11 predetermined depths. With 
this kind of precision, contractors can count 
on Surface Deactivator to yield the results 
they desire, every time. Surface Deactivator 
is the next development, making this 
classic finish easier than ever. 

S

SURFACE DEACTIVATOR  
BRINGS EXPOSED AGGREGATE  

TO THE NEXT LEVEL
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urface Deactivator by Solomon 
Colors makes exposed 
aggregate finishes easier and 
more consistent. It is topically 

applied to freshly-placed concrete 
to prevent cement paste hardening and achieve 
more controlled exposed aggregate finishes. 
Unlike sugar-based retarders with uncertain 
levels of retardation, Surface Deactivator 
selectively halts the hydration process down to 
a controlled depth.

Eleven predetermined depths of exposure 
are available, color-coded for identification, to 
provide consistent, repeatable cement paste 
removal and aggregate reveal. Because 
Surface Deactivator provides a longer window 
before the surface paste must be removed, it 

allows underlying concrete to harden properly, 
locking in aggregate and reducing pop-outs. 
Surface Deactivator is water-soluble for easy 
removal with high-pressure water washing and 
scrubbing equipment. 

Surface Deactivator creates a polymeric  
flim that acts as a water retention barrier 
and temporary curing agent, protecting fresh 
concrete from light rain and reducing  
moisture loss.

Surface Deactivator can be applied to newly-
placed concrete that is specified for diamond 
polishing. It softens surface cement paste, 
reducing heavy grinding stages up to 75%, 
dramatically decreasing polishing time as well 
as diamond-tooling and labor costs.
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S SSD-40 GRAY

SSD-50 MUSTARD

SSD-55 WHITE

SSD-65 ORANGE

OFFERS MANY FEATURES  
AND ADVANTAGES:

Product # - Color Code Exposure Depth
SSD-01 Beige Extra Light Etch (0.1 mm)
SSD-02 Purple Acid Etch (0.2 mm)
SSD-05 Blue Light Sandblast (1/64”) (0.5 mm)
SSD-10 Brown Medium Sandblast (1/32”) (1 mm)
SSD-20 Green Heavy Sandblast (1/16”) (2 mm)
SSD-25 Yellow Exposure (3/32”) (2.5 mm)
SSD-30 Red Exposure (7/64”) (3 mm)
SSD-40 Gray Exposure (5/32”) (4 mm)
SSD-50 Mustard Exposure (3/16”) (5 mm)
SSD-55 White Exposure (13/64”) (5.5 mm)
SSD-65 Orange Exposure (1/4”) (6.5 mm)

SSD-30 RED

ENGINEERED CHEMISTRY FOR  
EXPOSED CONCRETE SURFACES

SSD-01 BEIGE

SSD-02 PURPLE

SSD-05 BLUE

SSD-10 BROWN

SSD-20 GREEN

SSD-25 YELLOW

•  Controlled, repeatable exposure depth
•  Available in 11 predetermined depths
•  Exposure depths numbered and color-coded
•  Extended exposure time and reliability
•  High performance coverage rate
•  Vibrant visual coverage control; non-staining 

•  Performs in hot and cold conditions
•  Film-forming and quick drying
•  Polymer film reduces moisture loss
•  Protects fresh concrete against tight rain
•  Solvent-free, water-soluble
•  VOC compliant
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Available in 1-gallon bottles & 5-gallon pails
Surface Deactivator comes with a new look and new Beige, Extra Light Etch exposure!  

Same application. Same chemistry. Now easier to use with more options! 
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SURFACE
DEACTIVATOR

Images courtesy Trademark Concrete Systems, Inc.
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Images courtesy Trademark Concrete Systems, Inc.
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